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Excellence in Learning & 
Teaching

Student Voice Positive 
Relationships





Guys and Dolls! Transition Year Musical 2025



School gates open at 8.15 and class 
starts at 8.30. We recommend you 
come in around 8.20 so you have 
enough time to go to your locker 
and get your books. You can also go 
to your lockers in the last 5 minutes 
of lunch.

All your books will be in your locker 
in the morning. when you get to 
school, you can get the ones you 
will need for the day. At the end of 
the day, you can take the books 
you need for homework but bring 
them back in when you finish.

Lockers



The first class of the day is tutor 
time which starts at 8.30 and is 15 
minutes long. Each actual class is 
one hour long. You will have two 
classes after tutor (period 1 and 2) 
and then break time.

Classes

After break, you will have another two 
classes (period 3 and 4) and then lunch. 
After lunch you will either have 1 or 2 
classes (period 5 and 6) depending if it 
is a short or long day. Mondays and 
Wednesdays, school ends at 3.30. The 
rest of the days, it finishes at 2.30.

My timetable



Journals

Your journal is very important. All 
the school rules are in it. You will 
write all your homework and when 
it’s due in your journal. 



Lunch and break time

Break time is after the 2nd period 
and lasts 15 minutes. You can sit in 
the canteen, go outside, or go to the 
bathroom during this time. 

Lunch time is after the 4th period 
and lasts 30 minutes. At the end of 
lunch, you can go to your lockers for 
the last 5 minutes.



You will be able to choose 2 out of 5 
subjects to do and choose between 3 
languages. You can also choose one 
short course that you will study 
throughout the three junior cycle years.

Optional subjects

The options for short course are artistic 
performance, coding, or philosophy.



lockers

• In the mornings come in early at 8:15 so you 
have time to get your stuff ready.

• Set a strong passcode on your locker.

• Organise your locker so you don’t have to 
rummage through all your folders.

• There is a hanger on the inside of your locker 
where you can hang your coat or bike helmet 
if you cycle to school.

• Write your passcode in your journal so if you 
forget it is always there.



In class

• Always have your journal on the desk with your 
iPad and pencil case on top of it.

• Only open your iPad if the teacher asks you too.

• Take all your books out and rule your page as 
soon as you sit down.

• When class is over pack up quickly head to your 
next class.

• When waiting for the teacher outside the class 
stand In tight to the wall so you’re not  blocking 
up the corridor. 



At lunch

• If you don’t get a seat in the 
canteen, go outside and eat 
your lunch there.

• You can play football at lunch 
when the pitch and the grass 
isn’t too wet.

• If you make a mess, clean it up 
after yourself.

• You can order food from the 
canteen using an app called 
food village.



Making friends

• If you find people with similar 
interests don’t be afraid to talk 
to them. A great way to do this 
is joining an extra curricular. 

• You will also have time to go on 
trips with these extra 
curriculars, which means you 
will be able to meet people 
from different schools. 



• A good thing to do when doing 
homework is to do it the day you 
get assigned the work because 
then you won’t be rushing the day 
before.

• You should do your homework as 
soon as you get home because 
you will have loads of time to play 
with your friends when you’re 
finished and if you do it late at 
night, you’ll be so tired you won’t 
be able to focus 



Extra Curricular 
Activities 



Extra Curricular Activities

• At Sandymount Park we have lots of extra 
curricular activities.

• They include debate, Kahoot, Choir, 
football, hockey, basketball etc.



If you like 
languages 
we have…

• Language and culture club

• Gaeilge club

If you like to do 
sport we have…
• Table tennis

• Football

• Gym

• Basketball

• Run

• Hockey 



If you like books and 
English, we have…
• Newspaper 

• Literacy club

• Librarian committee 

• Creative writing 

• Debate

If you like 
art/music, we 
have…



We also have
• Chess club

• Baking club

• Student council 

• Kahoot

• Green schools







February 2025 | Sandymount Park ETSS

Be more actively engaged with learning 

Take greater ownership of their 

learning 

Be encouraged to problem solve and 

think creatively

Have a critical engagement with digital 

technology – iPads to support and 

enhance learning

Through engaging with the key 

skills students will:





How we 
use iPads in 

the 
classroom



Access to Class Material

• Students have access to class 
material at all times on OneNote 
and Teams.

• If they are absent for the class, they 
will be able to find and locate the 
work they had missed.

• Helps with revision and homework 
having everything in one place.



Content Creation

• Research projects

• Infographics and Posters

• Making videos



Digital Skills

• All first years are taught a module of 
digital skills within student 
enrichment.

• Using some of the courses, they 
develop skills on how to use the iPad, 
using O365 apps & other relevant 
apps and iPad features.





What do our students say?



Wriggle Connect Family – Parents & Students

• You will automatically receive access to 
Wriggle Connect Family.

• Please check the email account that you 
used for your device purchase, as this 
will contain an activation email from 
Wriggle Connect Family. 

• Then simply click on this link to activate 
your account.





Costs
Technology
10.9 “ iPad for €399  64GB 
                             €569 256GB

Recommended:
Heavy duty case or a Keyboard case
Digital pencil

The Wriggle store will open in April, the iPad will be deployed to your home address over the summer months

Materials Fee
€130 covers insurance, CAT4s, printing, buses, Educate Together membership

Book Grant
eBooks, Apps, journal, calculator, folders, copies, log tables, dictionaries, Wriggle services and support fee, M365 license, ExamRevision 
account



What’s next?

• Wriggle Store

• Instructions in the package on setup

• If there is any doubt, please leave setup 
until they get in here in August

• Record all passcodes. Forgotten 
passcodes can lead to time without iPad 
in school



QUALITY 
ASSURANCE

Surveys/Focus Groups
School Self evaluation

Department of the Inspectorate

State Exam Data



Highly effective across all areas with no recommendations. The quality of 
learning and teaching was excellent.
Teachers were commended for their:
• Creativity 
• Innovation
• Use of active learning methodologies
• Use of technology to support learning and planning
• Collaboration
• Sharing of practice 

LEARNING AND TEACHING 
Incidental Inspection 2019

Subject Inspection in Science October 2019
• The quality of learning was greatly enriched by very high level of student 

dialogue in lessons. 
• Students were continually challenged to explain their understanding, to 

think out loud, and to justify their responses, and they successfully 
achieved those high expectations. This is generating very high-quality 
learner outcomes in Junior Cycle key skills.

• Learning was greatly enhanced by excellent relationships, the very high 
level of respect in which students hold fellow students and their very 
high regard for their teacher. 



Whole School Evaluation March 2024

• The quality of teaching and learning was very good overall; lessons observed ranged from good to excellent
 
• The overall quality of leadership and management was excellent

• Exceptionally respectful relationships

• Routines to support learning were well-embedded, high expectations

• Careful copybooks initiative highly evident in almost all lessons

• Students ready to engage with learning, digitally-enhanced learning used judiciously

• Purposeful use of ICT: quizzing, task-based video work, corrections / modelling of work, exemplars of work

• Excellent preparation, enthusiasm, subject knowledge

• Teachers provided a wide variety of extra-curricular learning activities for students, and this had nurtured a holistic, 
inclusive education while cultivating a sense of belonging and community in the school

• The overall quality of supports for student wellbeing was excellent, this created a positive learning environment for 
students to be happy, believe in themselves and feel acknowledged and supported



• Provides the opportunity to practice and reinforce concepts learned in class
• Reading and writing practice 
• Opportunity for revision

• Some students will need more support than others, help with deadlines
• Encourage to do their best, take pride in their work 
• Get in touch with the subject teacher or tutor if there is an issue









Irish (unless exempt), English, Maths, History, Science
Spanish or French or German, Ethical Education

PE, SPHE, CSPE, Student Enrichment

Coding, Philosophy, Artistic Performance

Art, Music, Geography, Classics, Business





Advice

Choose subjects that you like/ have an interest in/ enjoy

Choose subjects that come easy to you

Choose subjects which tie in with any career aspirations 
you might have at present, bearing in mind that such 
aspirations my change over time

Read the Subject Choice Guide and explore the links!



• https://sandymountparketss.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Sandymount-Park-SEN-Provision-Map-
23_24.pdf

• Support for all, some, few

• PE - 135 hours, SPHE including guidance related learning and RSE, CSPE 
• Student Enrichment - IT skills, anti-bullying, emotional wellbeing, learning to learn

• Teacher, Tutor, Progress Leader

• Pastoral Care Team, Guidance Counsellor, Deputy Principal, Principal

• Ethical Education
• Code of Behaviour

https://sandymountparketss.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Sandymount-Park-SEN-Provision-Map-23_24.pdf
https://sandymountparketss.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Sandymount-Park-SEN-Provision-Map-23_24.pdf


• Induct ion Week/Buddies

• Pastoral  Care Team

• Student Support  Team

• Class Tutor

• Progress Leader

• Guidance Counsel lor

• CAT4 Assessments & academic 

monitor ing & tracking

• Regular communicat ion between 

home and school

• In c lass support

• Smal l  group support  for  some

• Links with outside agencies

Support for student 
academic and personal 
wellbeing



Pastoral Care 
System



• Visit classes during tutor time 
• No iPad? Call or text home 
• No journal? Provide a replacement page
• Monitor dress code/spot check 

iPads/lockers 
• Meet with tutors and Student Support 

Team regularly regarding progress
• Plan and monitor supports for identified 

students
• Assemblies



• Tutorial every morning at 8:30am for 15 
minutes - very important start to the day!

• Check in with the students first thing to 
see are they ready for the day 

• Check for iPads and materials
• Monitor dress code
• Monitor attendance
• Relay any messages the students may 

need to know about 
• Themed events
• Once a week sign the journal





Teachers Students

COLLABORATION/PARTNERSHIP

Parents
Board of 

Management
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• We have the highest expectations of student behaviour.

• Kindness, respect, good manners and hard work are fostered and expected.

• Students are expected to make a positive impact on their school and local 
community.

• We place a strong emphasis on acknowledging and commending positive 
behaviour, academic effort and participation in all school activities.

• Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their actions and to respond to 
experiences in a positive fashion.

• Making amends, forgiveness, restorative approach.



Some important rules
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No energy 
drinks









On site during the build Accelerated timeline
Making do!
Challenges

State of the art building
Capacity for 1000 students



SANDYMOUNT PARK ETSS
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Timeline to completion

Accelerated programme 

Phase 1 19th July 2024 – 6th March 2026

Phase 2 9th March 2026 – 21st March 2028



Interim 

Accommodation



• Admin Office

• Principal’s Office

• DP Office

• GC Office

• Meeting Room

• Staffroom

• Music Room

• PE Room

• Art Room  

• 2 Science Rooms + Prep 

Room

• Special ClassRoom + 

Sensory Space 

• 3 Resource Rooms

• 18 Classrooms

• Staff Toilets + Showers

• Student Toilets

• Ballcourt + Seating Areas



For more 
information

We will make every effort to keep the 

school community informed with regular 

updates on our website: 

www.sandymountparketss.ie.

01-9106230

www.sandymountparketss.ie

office@sandymountparketss.ie

Beach Road, Sandymount, D04 Y1F6

http://www.sandymountparketss.ie/
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